
General Eligibility Information About Medicaid

Medicaid helps pay medical bills for low-income individuals who meet eligibility criteria.
There are three agencies in Alabama that certify individuals for Medicaid.  These agencies are the
Social Security Administration, the Department of Human Resources, and the Alabama Medicaid
Agency.  Each of these agencies certifies certain groups of individuals for Medicaid based on their
circumstances.

The Social Security Administration certifies individuals for the following programs:
Aged, blind, or disabled persons who have very low income may qualify for cash assistance through
the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program.  Individuals eligible for SSI are
automatically eligible for Medicaid.  To apply for SSI, contact the Social Security Office serving
your area.

The Department of Human Resources certifies individuals for the following program:
Foster children, children who receive State or Federal Adoption Assistance may also be eligible
for Medicaid.  Persons should contact the Department of Human Resources (DHR) Office in the
county in which they live to apply for this program.

The Alabama Medicaid Agency certifies individuals for the following programs:
Pregnant Women and Children Program - Pregnant women and children under age 19 in
families who have income below certain limits may be eligible for Medicaid.

Medicaid for Low Income Families Program - Households with related children under age 19
living in the home, may be eligible for Medicaid if the household has very low income.

Applications for the Pregnant Women and Children Program, and the Medicaid for Low Income
Families Program should be made by contacting a Medicaid eligibility worker.  To find an
eligibility worker in your area contact your local county Health Department, call Medicaid at
1-800-362-1504 for a paper application or apply on-line at www.insurealabama.org.

Plan First Program - Women who are 19 through 44 years of age and whose income is below a
certain limit may be eligible for family planning services from Medicaid.  For questions about this
program or if you want to apply call 1-888-737-2083.  NOTE:  These women receive family
planning services only.

Breast and Cervical Cancer Program - Women under age 65 who have been screened through
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s National Breast & Cervical Cancer Early
Detection Program may be eligible for this program.  Call 1-877-252-3324 for information about
this program.
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Nursing Home Program - Medicaid may pay for the cost of nursing home care for individuals
meeting certain income, resource, age or disability, and medical criteria.  Nursing homes and
hospitals usually have Medicaid applications, or you may contact the Medicaid District Office
serving the county of the nursing home to apply for this program.

Hospital Program - Medicaid may cover the cost of care for individuals who meet certain
income, resource,  age or disability, and medical criteria.  To qualify, the individual must be
institutionalized for 30 continuous days.  Contact the Medicaid District Office serving the
individual’s county of residence to apply for this program.

Post Hospital Extended Care (PEC) Program - Individuals who are hospitalized and are
awaiting placement in a nursing home may be eligible for Medicaid.  Eligibility requirements are
similar to the nursing home requirements.  These individuals must be institutionalized for at least
30 continuous days.  The individual must also have been under acute care for at least 3 days while
in the hospital, but currently does not require acute care.  Contact the Medicaid District Office
serving the county of the hospital to apply for this program.

Institutional Care Facility for the Mentally Retarded (ICF-MR) Program - Residents of
state facilities for the mentally retarded may be eligible to have Medicaid cover the cost of their
care.  Eligibility requirements are similar to those of the nursing home program.  The state
facilities have Medicaid applications, or you may contact the Medicaid District Office serving the
county of the facility to apply for this program.

State of Alabama Independent Living (SAIL) Waiver Program - Individuals who are at least 18
years of age, with specific medical diagnoses, who meet the criteria for Medicaid coverage in a
nursing home, but prefer to remain at home, may be eligible for full Medicaid coverage at home
through the Independent Living Waiver program.  Limited funds are available for this waiver.  Con-
tact your local Department of Rehabilitation Services to apply for this waiver.

Mental Retardation (MR) Waiver Program - Individuals, age 3 and older,  who are diagnosed as
mentally retarded  may apply for this waiver.  These individuals must meet the income, resource,
disability, and medical criteria for an institutional care facility for the mentally retarded.  These
individuals would receive Medicaid coverage in the community and not be placed in an institution.
Limited funds are available for this waiver.  Contact your local Department of Mental Health to
apply for this waiver.

Elderly and Disabled (E&D) Waiver Program - Individuals who are disabled or elderly and  are
ineligible for SSI because of deemed income of a spouse or a parent, may apply for this program
through one of the agencies listed below.  One of these agencies will determine if a slot is
available and if the individual meets medical criteria for this waiver.  The Medicaid District Office
will make an eligibility determination after one of the agencies approves a slot and the individual
qualifies medically.  The funds available for this waiver are limited.  Contact your local county
Department of Public Health or your local Area Agency on Aging at 1-800-243-5463 to apply for
this waiver.
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HIV/AIDS Waiver Program - Individuals who are age 21 or above with a primary diagnosis of
HIV/AIDS and would be eligible for Medicaid if they were in a medical institution and who need
home and community-based services in order to remain in the community, may be eligible for this
program.  Contact the local Department of Public Health serving your county of residence to apply
for this program.

Technology Assisted (TA) Waiver for Adults Program.  Individuals who were receiving private
duty nursing services but who are no longer eligible for private duty nursing services through the
EPSDT Program upon turning age 21 and for whom private duty nursing services continue to be
medically necessary based upon approved private duty nursing criteria, may be eligible for
Medicaid coverage through the Technology Assisted Waiver.   Contact the Department of
Rehabilitation Services to apply for this waiver.

Newborn Program - Children under 1 year of age, born to mothers certified for Medicaid, may
be eligible for Medicaid up to the child’s first birthday.  The mother should contact her Medicaid
Eligibility Worker or call the Alabama Medicaid Agency at 1-800-362-1504 and ask for the
Certification Support Division, SSI contact person.

Some Medicaid Programs Are Related to Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Eligibility:
Disabled Adult Child Program - An individual whose Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
stopped, after he or she attained the age of 18, because he or she began receiving benefits as a
Disabled Adult Child, or if SSI stopped as a result of an increase in Social Security benefits as a
Disabled Adult Child may be eligible to continue Medicaid coverage.  Contact the Medicaid
District Office serving your county of residence to apply for this program.

Retroactive SSI Medicaid Program - An individual who has incurred medical expenses during
the 3-month period prior to receipt of their first SSI check may be eligible for Medicaid coverage
during those months.  A person has six months after being awarded SSI to apply for Retroactive SSI
Medicaid.  Contact the Medicaid District Office serving your county of residence to apply for this
program.

Continuous Medicaid (or Pickle) Program - Individuals who become ineligible for SSI as a
result of Social Security cost-of-living increases may be eligible for Medicaid.  Any person who
received an SSI check and was entitled to Social Security in the same month may be eligible, if the
deduction of Social Security cost-of-living increases from the date of SSI termination would make
the individual eligible for SSI.  Contact the Medicaid District Office serving your county of
residence to apply for this program.
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Medicaid has a website, www.medicaid.state.al.us, where you can download
applications for the SOBRA/MLIF Programs (Form 291), the Elderly & Disabled
Programs (Form 204/205), and the Medicare Related Programs (Form 211).  You
may also apply on-line for the SOBRA/MLIF programs at www.insurealabama.org.

Widows or Widowers Program - In some instances, it is possible for widows or widowers who
are not eligible for Medicare to continue Medicaid eligibility.  The widow/widower must be over
the age of 50, but not yet 65.  He or she must have lost SSI eligibility because his or her Social
Security benefits increased above the SSI limit when his or her spouse died.  Contact the
Medicaid District Office serving your county of residence to apply for this program.  NOTE:  You
cannot have Medicare and be eligible for this program.

Some Limited Medicaid Programs Only Supplement Your Medicare Coverage (known as
Medicare Savings Programs in Alabama):

If you are awarded a Medicare Savings Program, you automatically qualify for “extra help” in
paying your Medicare Part D (drug) premiums and deductibles.  You may only have to pay a small
co-pay for each drug, however, you will need to choose a Medicare Part D drug plan.  If you need
help in choosing a drug plan, please call Medicare at 1-800-633-4227.

Qualified Medicare Beneficiary (QMB) Program - Medicaid may pay Medicare premiums,
deductibles, and coinsurance (not to exceed the Medicaid rate) for some low-income Medicare
beneficiaries.  Individuals whose income is below a certain limit and who have Medicare Part A,
may be eligible.

Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiary (SLMB) Program - Medicaid may pay the
Medicare Part B premium only for some low-income Medicare beneficiaries.  Individuals whose
income is below a certain limit, who have Medicare Part A and meet other criteria, may be
eligible.

Qualified Disabled Working Individuals (QDWI) Program - Individuals who are under age 65,
terminated from Title II Disability Insurance Benefits due to earnings exceeding the Substantial
Gainful Activity level, and who continues to have the same physical or mental condition not
expected to improve, may be eligible for this program if they are entitled to enroll in Medicare
Part A benefits under certain rules.

Contact the Medicaid District Office serving your county of residence to apply for these
Medicare Savings Programs.
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Medicaid District Offices

Address Telephone Number Counties served
______________________________________________________________________________________
Auburn-Opelika District Office 1-800-362-1504 Bullock Lee Russell
1716 Catherine Court, Suite A 334-887-3840 (FAX) Chambers Macon Talladega
Auburn, AL 36830-9984 Clay Randolph Tallapoosa

Coosa
______________________________________________________________________________________
Birmingham District Office 1-800-362-1504 Jefferson St. Clair
486 Palisades Blvd. 205-414-9335 (FAX)
Birmingham, AL 35209-5154
______________________________________________________________________________________
Decatur District Office 1-800-362-1504 Cullman Madison
2119 Westmeade Dr. SW., Suite 1 256-353-1799 (FAX) Jackson Morgan
Decatur, AL 35603-1050
______________________________________________________________________________________
Dothan District Office 1-800-362-1504 Barbour Covington Henry
2652 Fortner Street, Suite 4 334-794-3741 (FAX) Coffee Dale Houston
Dothan, AL 36305-3203 Conecuh Geneva
______________________________________________________________________________________
Florence District Office 1-800-362-1504 Colbert Lawrence Marion
214 E. College Street 256-740-0228 (FAX) Franklin Limestone Winston
Florence, AL 35630-5606 Lauderdale
______________________________________________________________________________________
Gadsden District Office 1-800-362-1504 Blount Cleburne Marshall
200 West Meighan Blvd., Suite D 256-546-4973 (FAX) Calhoun Dekalb
Gadsden, AL 35901-3200 Cherokee Etowah
______________________________________________________________________________________
Mobile District Office 1-800-362-1504 Baldwin Mobile
Suite B    100 B 251-471-6930 (FAX) Escambia Washington
3280 Dauphin Street
Mobile, AL 36606-4049
______________________________________________________________________________________
Montgomery District Office 1-800-362-1504 Autauga Montgomery
501 Dexter Avenue 334-242-3835 (FAX) Crenshaw Pike
(P.O. Box 5624, Zip 36103-5624) Elmore
Montgomery, AL 36104-3744
______________________________________________________________________________________
Selma District Office 1-800-362-1504 Butler Dallas Monroe
106 Executive Park Lane 334-418-0036 (FAX) Chilton Lowndes Perry
Selma, AL 36701-7734 Choctaw Marengo Wilcox

Clarke
______________________________________________________________________________________
Tuscaloosa District Office 1-800-362-1504 Bibb Lamar Sumter
907 22nd Avenue 205-345-9414 (FAX) Fayette Pickens Tuscaloosa
Tuscaloosa, AL  35401-5822 Greene Shelby Walker

Hale


